
September 12, 2007 

African Wild Dog SSP Report  
2007 AZA National Conference 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
North American Population Analysis 
 
The AZA Canid Taxon Advisory Group has designated a target population 
size of 150 specimens for this species. The current population size is 81.55.6 
distributed among 37 AZA institutions.  Current genetic diversity is 94.5% 
with 28 founders represented in the current population.  The genetic 
diversity is expected to fall below 90% in the next generation (<5 years).   
 
Population analysis of the current population will occur at this meeting.  Our 
goal is to provide animals for the nine zoos that wish to join the SSP and 
accommodate the requests of current institutions.   Breeding 
recommendations in 2006-2007 produced 12.9.5 puppies that survived past 
30 days.  The number of breeding pairs recommended in 2006 was intended 
to create and maintain a population size of 130 individuals over the next two 
years.  A meeting of the Canid TAG in the Fall of 2006 set new target 
populations for SSP populations within the TAG.  African wild dog spaces 
were increased to 150 spaces.  Due to the large variation in litter sizes of 
this species (1 to 16 pups), this population should be closely monitored 
demographically in order to avoid potential space problems and maintain a 
stable growth rate and age structure.  As a result the SSP plans to hold a 
mid-year meeting each fall.   
 
It is the recommendation of the management group to move same sex 
siblings as packs rather than individuals whenever possible. Due to space 
constraints it is essential that we manage the breeding and moves 
recommended with a strategy to maintain packs of wild dogs in our 
institutions. Members of the African Wild Dog SSP management group and 
advisors are available to assist institutions on management and husbandry 
issues. 
 
Future Institutions 

1. LA – receive males from Rolling Hills Portland – future new exhibit 
2009 

2. Abilene – future new exhibit 
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3. Birmingham – future new exhibit 
4. Columbus – future new exhibit, may have space next year 
5. El Paso – future new exhibit, possible 2008 
6. Glen Oak – exhibit open 2007  
7. Le High Valley Zoo – future new exhibit 
8. San Antonio – future new exhibit 2009-2010 
9. Tulsa – future new exhibit 2009-2010 

 
Breeding recommendations 2005-2006 (to date) 

1. Bronx (10.7) - 10/16/06 4.5.2 (4.5 survived), 11/08/08 4.2 (4.2 
survived), 1/4/07 3.5 (1.1 hand-raised)   

2. Denver (1.7) - no births 
3. Kansas City (2.2) – 0.0.5 (0.0.5 survived) 
4. Living Desert (2.2) - no births  
5. Naples (2.2) - no births 
6. Omaha (3.2) - 3.1.2 (3.1 survived)  
7. Pittsburgh (2.2) - no births 
8. San Diego (1.2) – no births 
9. Sedgwick (1.2) - no births 
10. Toledo (1.1) - 0.0.2 (did not survive) 

 
Committee 
 
WCMC SSP guidelines no longer require an elected management committee.  
All interested IR’s that would like to participate in general SSP decisions 
should contact Mike Quick, SSP Coordinator.  Current African Wild Dog SSP 
management group members are: 
 
Amos Morris, Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium 
Lynn Kramer, Denver Zoological Gardens 
Randi Myerson, The Toledo Zoo 
Bret Sellers, Secretary, Woodland Park Zoological Gardens  
Lisa New, Knoxville Zoological Gardens  
Mary Burke, Brookfield Zoo  
Andi Kornak, Vice Chair, Binder Park Zoo  
Curby Simerson, San Diego Zoo  
Sue Lyndaker-Lindsey, Wild Canid Survival & Research Center 
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International Studbook Keeper – Stephanie Rhodes, Brookfield Zoo 
 
SSP Advisors 
 
Education –Liaison to Committee, Mike Quick, Advisor - Charis Henrie, 
Education Program Coordinator, Oregon Zoo 
 

• Web page completed http://www.oregonzoo.org/Africandogs/ 
• Next focus is assisting field projects with educational programs. 
• Charis is looking for volunteers to assist with the SSP’s education 

activities. 
 
Veterinary - Liaison to Committee, Mary Burke, Advisor- Dr. Michael Briggs, 
DVM, African Predator Conservation Research Organization 
 

• New contact information for Dr. Briggs: 
Michael B. Briggs, DVM, MS 
African Predator Conservation Research Organization 
289 Butte View Drive 
Bolingbrook, Illinois 60490 

  Ph. 630-378-0620 
e-mail: mbbriggs@apcro.org  
2nd e-mail: mbbriggs@ix.netcom.com 

• Develop vaccinations protocols 
  
Field Conservation - Liaison to Committee, Bret Sellers  

• Dr. Kim McCreery and Dr. Robert Robbins, African Wild Dog 
Conservancy, Tuscon, AZ 

• Dr. Micaela Szykman, Smithsonian National Park Conservation and 
Research Center 

• Gregory Rasmussen, Wildlife Conservation Research Unit, Dept 
Zoology, Oxford University 

• Dr. J.W. (Tico) McNutt, Botswana Predator Conservation Program 
• Dr. Rosie Woodroffe, Department of Wildlife, Fish & Conservation 

Biology, University of California-Davis 
• Dr. Kellie Leigh, African Wild Dog Conservation Eastern Zambia 

 
Nutrition - Liaison to Committee, Mary Burke, Advisor-Deb 
Schmidt/Nutritionist, San Diego Zoo. 
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Small Population manager - Liaison to Committee, Mike Quick, Advisor-
Sarah Long/PMC/ Lincoln Park.   
 

• Preparation of annual move and breeding recommendations. 

Behavior - Liaison to Committee, Andi Kornak, Advisor - Vacant 

• Please refer aggression issues to Mike Quick, SSP coordinator. 
• Work on husbandry workshop 

Training - Liaison to Committee, Andi Kornak, Advisor - Marty McPhee, 
Disney’s Animal Kingdom. 

• Investigating interest in listserv by African wild dog keepers 
 
Action Plan 
  
Please support these SSP action plan projects  
 

• Space Issues 
 

1. Dynamics of Captive Pack Formation in the African Wild Dog – 
Dr. Kim McCreery and Dr. Robert Robbins, African Wild Dog 
Conservancy, Tuscon, AZ 

• Study the factors affecting aggression in the captive 
population.  The level of aggression seen in captive packs is 
rarely observed in the wild.   

• Video data of interactions between newly formed packs will 
be collected and analyzed. 

• We need greater participation in this important study that 
may help us in understanding the pack aggression issues we 
all face. 

 
• Husbandry 

1. Development of standardized guidelines – SSP 
2. Developmant of husbandry workshop - SSP 
3. A review of the factors affecting the success of captive 

breeding in the African Wild Dog, Lycaon pictus - S. G. J. 
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Alwen, Mammal Research Institute, Department of Zoology and 
Entomology, University of Pretoria, Pretoria, 0002 South Africa 
• Given that so many factors influence captive breeding 

programs and that some wild dog reintroduction efforts rely 
on captive born individuals, this project aims to identify 
some of the demographic, behavioral and environmental 
factors associated with affecting the breeding success of 
wild dogs in captivity.   

• Through the use of studbook data and zoo questionnaires, 
this study aims to determine firstly, the relative success of 
captive breeding in wild dogs worldwide and secondly, to 
identify key factors that may affect this relative success. 

 
• Medical Issues 

1. Immunization and Antibody Persistence to Canine Distemper  
(and Rabies)Vaccination in captive African Wild Dogs (Lycaon 
pictus) - Tawnia J. Zollinger, DVM, Kathryn C. Gamble, DVM, 
MS, DACZM, Robyn Barbiers DVM, Lincoln Park Zoo 
• To evaluate vaccination protocols and antibody persistence 

to canine distemper and rabies vaccination in captive African 
wild dogs 

 
2. Immune response of naïve juvenile African wild dogs (Lycaon 

pictus) following vaccination with canine distemper and rabies 
vaccines - Cora Singleton, BS, DVM; Rosie Woodroffe, PhD; 
Linda Munson, DVM, PhD; and Jonna Mazet, DVM, MPVM, PhD. 
• The objective of this study is to determine a safe and 

effective vaccination protocol for use in captive and free-
ranging wild dog populations at high risk for exposure to 
canine distemper and rabies. 

 
• Field Conservation 

 
1. Community-based Study of the Conservation Status and 

Ecology of the African Wild Dog in Southeastern Kenya - Dr. 
Kim McCreery and Dr. Robert Robbins, African Wild Dog 
Conservancy, Tuscon, AZ 
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• Collect census data on two endangered mammals of the 
region: African wild dog and the hirola 

• Train locals in field research techniques. 
• Survey resident population’s attitudes towards African 

wild dogs. 
• Identify the threats to the two endangered populations. 
• Assist the local governments and NGO’s with the 

development of a conservation program. 
• http://www.awdczambia.org/index.htm 
  

2. Health, Reproduction and Animal Well-being in Reintroduced 
African Wild Dogs – Dr. Micaela Szykman, Smithsonian 
National Park Conservation and Research Center 

• Conduct pre & post reintroduction fecal steroid 
assessments. 

• Document and evaluate current successful pack 
formations for future reintroductions. 

• http://nationalzoo.si.edu/ConservationAndScience/Repro
ductiveScience/African_Wild_Dog/ 

 
3. The Conservation of the Endangered African Wild Dog 

Outside of Formally Protected Areas - Dr. Micaela Szykman, 
Smithsonian National Park Conservation and Research Center 
• Follow and understand the movements of dispersing groups 

of wild dogs throughout the heterogeneous landscape of 
different land use regimes in unprotected areas 

• Develop an improved understanding of the spatial 
attributes of the ecological features, especially in the form 
of wildlife corridors, necessary for supporting self-
sustaining populations of wild dogs, other large carnivores 
and high biodiversity in general.  

• Pave the way for the trouble-free and successful expansion 
of African wild dogs throughout an entire province in South 
Africa by maintaining a consistent network of 
communication among local community members, private 
landowners, wildlife managers and conservation scientists 
to address concerns and problems arising from carnivore 
range expansion. 
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• http://nationalzoo.si.edu/ConservationAndScience/Reprodu
ctiveScience/African_Wild_Dog/ 

 
4. Painted Dog Conservation: Rehabilitation Facility - Gregory 

Rasmussen, Wildlife Conservation Research Unit, Dept Zoology, 
Oxford University (project under review) 
• The rehabilitation facility in Zimbabwe caters to African 

wild dogs during the critical period after serious injury, 
translocation from hostile regions and orphaned puppies 
from natural or anthropogenic events until they can be 
returned to their natal pack or reintroduced to a favourable 
environment. 

• http://www.painteddog.org/ 
 

5. Botswana Wild Dog Research Project – Dr. J.W. (Tico) 
McNutt, Botswana Predator Conservation Program (project 
under review) 
• Monitoring of wild dogs in the core study area 
• Biofence project is a multi-year project designed to 

understand territoriality in wild dogs and what they say to 
each other through scent dispersal and olfactory receptors. 

• Home range – territory analysis data provides an account of 
the ranging behaviors of neighboring wild dog packs and a 
clear illustration of pack territorial boundaries. 

• People, Parks and Predator Management Project - establish a 
relationship of communication with the farmers, game 
ranchers and other resource users in the areas adjacent to 
the core study area and in the farming areas of the 
northern Kalahari. 

• Home range, territoriality and conflict in marginal Wild Dog 
habitats - identify the range and extent of predator conflict 
in these relatively dry habitats with longer-term goals to 
estimate the wild dog population in the vast marginal 
habitats of southern and western Botswana. 

• http://africadogs.com/ 
 

6. Samburu-Laikipia Wild Dog Project - Dr. Rosie Woodroffe, 
Department of Wildlife, Fish & Conservation Biology, University 
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of California-Davis 
This project is concerned with the sustainable coexistence of 
African wild dogs with local people and their domestic animals, 
in Samburu and Laikipia Districts, Kenya. 

  The project currently has three key objectives: 
• To develop sustainable methods to protect wild dogs 

from infectious disease 
• To encourage tolerance for wild dogs by generating 

income through ecotourism 
• To identify critical landscape connections by 

characterising wild dogs’ movement patterns 
 

7. Conservation and Management Of The African Wild Dog 
Metapopulation And Its Habitat In Eastern Zambia – Dr. 
Tasila Banda, African Wild Dog Conservation Eastern Zambia 
• Collaborate with the Zambian Wildlife Authority to secure 

sufficient habitat to allow natural dispersal between wild 
dog populations in the Lower Zambezi and South Luangwa 
National Parks, by formation of a wildlife corridor through 
existing Game Management Areas (GMA's) 

• Extend the current research and education program to build 
community support and create a long-term wild dog 
conservation and monitoring program in the region. 

• Collaborate with the Zambian Wildlife Authority, to build 
capacity and ensure implementation of an on-going 
conservation management plan for the local wild dog 
populations. 

• Augment the size of the local population of African wild 
dogs through an introduction program aimed at restocking 
the Lower Zambezi area, based on AWDC research results. 

• http://www.awdczambia.org/index.htm 
 

8. Wild Dog and Cheetah Planning Workshop – Southern Region 
-Dr. Sarah Durant, Wildlife Conservation Society and Dr. Rosie 
Woodroffe, University of California 
• Mapping the distribution of wild dogs and cheetahs in 

Botswana.  
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• Identifying key sites with important populations of wild dogs 
and cheetahs.  

• Develop a conservation action plan  
• Using the conservation action plan to develop 

a strategic plan for implementation in Botswana. 
 

• Development of Public Relations and Education 
1. African Wild Dog SSP Website – Charis Henrie, Oregon Zoo 

http://www.africanwilddogssp.org  
2. Support and Develop In-Situ and Ex-Situ Education 

Programs – Charis Henrie, Oregon Zoo 
 
Standardized Guidelines 
 
Standardized guidelines are still in development.  Chapters of the AZA and 
EEP husbandry manual are available for SSP participants.  Contact Mike 
Quick   
 
Mike Quick 
Mammal Curator  
T: 316-266-8237 
F: 316-942-3781 
mquick@scz.org 
Sedgwick County Zoo 
5555 Zoo Boulevard 
Wichita, KS 67212-1698 
 
 
 
 
 
      


